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SANSKARIT NAVYUGAL - SANRAKSHIT JAIN SAMAJ (A cultured couple -
A secured Jain community)

A family is the smallest element of a
particular community. The society consists of
a number of communities, each with its own
culture and religion. Even people following the
same religion have different communities. So,
the dividing line is the culture or way of living
which is known as AACHAAR. The essence
of every community is its culture and religion.
It is the distinguishing factor for any
community. Culture is the sum total of many
good human behavioral qualities, some of
these may be politeness, humility, humanity,
learning, virtues and religious inclination, etc.
to name some of the most common aspects
of a culture. It is this culture, which separates
a virtuous person from a villain.

As stated earlier, a couple is the smallest
element of a family and if the couple is
cultured, the offspring or the children of such
couples too will be virtuous. The family is the
first school for any child. It is here that the
seed for the behaviour as well as the conduct
of a person is sown. Social scientists have
concluded, after a lot of research as well as
studies of cases, that the child hood of a
person determines his behaviour as well as
conduct when he / she becomes an adult and
is on his / her own feet and free to do whatever
he / she wants to do. In majority of cases, a
child is believed to be an improved version of
his / her parents. So if the tree is good, the
fruits it bears may also be good. The cultured
couple takes extra care in the upbringing of
the child, and the virtues they inculcate in the
child may be so strong that many a times, the
undesirable extraneous influence of friends or
colleagues or a group (mob psychology) is also
unable to spoil the child. Cultured couples
most of the times have very good harmony,
respect for each partner, strong family bonding
as well as sense of sharing and caring. A child
brought up in such a family imbibes all these
traits and qualities and when he / she become
a part of his / her own family, the history
repeats itself. A cultured family, most of the
time is attached to its community and
contributes to its community for its good too.

A child is the next line of continuation in
the family dynasty and in a way that of the

community. So if the parents are cultured, the
child too may be cultured and when such a
child joins the community as an adult, the
community gets strengthened. A strong
community is a secure community. This is true
for all, more so for Jain community, as the Jain
religion lays more stress on the life style or
what we call AACHAAR. The Jain religion has
laid down some good, time tested, tried and
trusted norms of living for its followers and it
is because of these that a Jain is known as
MAHAJAN (Super human being). It is the
behaviour of a person under the similar set of
conditions, separates a JAN (Ordinary human
being) and a MAHAJAN (Super human being).
If we wish that such a noble religion must not
only survive but flourish, it is essential that
generation after generation understand this
religion, its contribution to the particular
community, as well as the society in large.
Culture and religion are like institutions. They
are theoretically eternal. But if not conserved
over a period of time, they may become weak
and ultimately become extinct. History is
replete with many examples, where cultures
and civilizations have vanished as they could
not withstand the onslaught of time and the
influences of other more powerful civilizations.
It is the duty of each couple to pass on the
wealth of its culture and religion to the next
generation. Each couple does it, but a cultured
couple does it more effectively and thus
ensures that the culture and religion of their
community are carried forward in a much
better way and they are deeply imbibed in the
next generation. A cultured couple is perhaps
the most effective tool of the community for
the conservation and preservation of its
culture, values and religion.

- CA. Hemant Pravin Dharmashi Shah
Surat (M. No. - 09925282610)

The above essey won the second prize
(Certificate & Trophy) in the essey competition
orgenised by Jain Social international Federation.
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